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THE LOTUS MAGAZINE 



fixedly at the cards, entirely absorbed 
in the effort to recover his losses and win 
the price of the parasol. To make a 
long story short, he continued to stake 
till he had lost about a thousand pounds, 
when of a sudden he realized the situa- 
tion and rushed out of the rooms. He 
was, of course, considerably chaffed about 
this exploit, which was said to have been 
the only occasion on which he had been 
known to play. For many a day after- 
wards he used regretfully to say, 'That 
was the dearest parasol I every bought 
in my life.'" 

- M. Blanc, even before the public 
gaming-resorts were closed by the Prus- 
sian Government, had fixed his atten- 
tion upon a retreat in the principality of 
Monaco, then thinly populated and very 
poor. The operations there practically 
created the famous Monte Carlo; it 
became an institution, and the Riviera 
otherwise developed as a health-resort. 
Monte Carlo is now the only regular 
public gaming-place in Europe, although 



intermittent public gambling has been 
tolerated in Belgian health-resorts, nota- 
bly at Ostend. Scarcely one in fifty 
who sit with a pile of silver at the rou- 
Iette-table, we are told, goes away a 
winner; among the high gamblers at 
trente-et-quarante success is not so rare. 
The gross annual winnings of the bank 
at Monte Carlo at present are set down 
as one million two hundred thousand 
pounds. Of late years the profits of 
the Casino have averaged four thousand 
pounds a day. The annual profits aver- 
age half a million sterling, and even in 
bad years the shareholders may count 
on thirty per cent. Large disbursements 
are made: six thousand pounds in charity, 
twenty thousand pounds for police, and 
nine thousand pounds for clergy and 
schools. When the English clergyman 
there found out that members of his 
congregation were accustomed to jot 
down the numbers of the hymns with a 
view of backing them at roulette he 
ceased to give out hymns under No. 36. 

From Chambers's Journal, London. 



ROGUERY 



I heard an ouzel cock in April sing 

" 'Tis spring, 'tis spring ! " 

Pranked out in glossy black and gorget gay, 

Oh, wild and roguish was his roundelay ! 

O'er moor and dough it rang; 

A shaggy satyr pricked his ears, and sprang 

Up from his heathery lair; 

He spied a dryad dancing, limbs all bare, 

Under a rowan tree; 

I saw his green eyes glint with devilry, 

And wilder rang 

The ouzel's April song of roguery. 

Ernest Blake. 
From The English Review, London. 



